
• 5LEBANON VALLEY YOUTH FOR CHRIST

By Joanne Farnsworth
     We travel through life with expectations but never 
did I expect what I was about to encounter on August 
26th, 2007 when I suffered a seizure.  I don’t remember 
the seizure except waking up in the ambulance on the 
way to Good Samaritan Hospital of Lebanon. While lay-
ing on the table for the CAT Scan, words of knowledge 
entered into my mind; “You have a brain tumor”. I knew 
instinctively that God was telling me why I had been 
experiencing what I later learned were mini seizures 
for about one and one-half years. I also knew that what 
ever was to come next was for the good and glory of 
our Lord.
     As Dr. Gish came into the emergency room to 
announce the results of my CAT Scan, I told him !rst 
what I had and that it was on the right side of my head. 
He was astonished and wondered how I already knew 
this information. Only from our Lord could I have 
known before the doctor.
     Later, I received scriptural con!rmation from a dear 
friend of what God had told me through John 11:4 
“This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory 
so that God’s Son may be glori•ed through it.” I took this 

scripture to the bank" Amen. God’s hand was in this 
throughout. Not once did I experience any anxiety, fear, 
or concern that everything would be okay. Even up to 
the point of surgery on October 9th when my blood 
pressure and heart rate were taken and the hospital 
staff were shocked that I was so calm minutes prior to 
surgery.
     More blessings . . . I was assigned the very best and 
brilliant surgeon (3rd in the nation) at Hershey Medical 
Center where the two hour surgery was performed on 
a Tuesday at 7:30 am, and was released to go home on 
Thursday 9:00 am; a miracle in itself. Hospital visitors 
were amazed that I was sitting up, walking around, and 
having normal conversations. How great is our God? 
Amazingly great!  But, were it not for faith in our Lord 
and the prayers of those who cared, the outcome of 
this tumor may not have been the same. My husband 
Larry and I are EXTREMELY GRATEFUL for the out-
reach of love and prayers to all those who lifted us up. 
We thank you. My most recent MRI on March 26th was 
normal. Praise God!

      Our move from Hershey to Lebanon last year 
was a whirlwind of emotion and logistical dif!culty. My 
husband and I were not exactly sure why it seemed 
like we were being led to the Lebanon area. We also 
were not exactly sure how we would make a living. Our 
move was, as I look back, a true leap of faith. 
     A good friend of ours heard about a new and exciting 
position that was opening with Youth for Christ. It was 
a position that would be responsible to develop and 
implement an after-school tutoring program. With my 
degree in education, and plenty of experience with 
inner city youth, it seemed the position would be a 
great !t for me.  After meeting the staff at YFC, I was 
sure that this was at least one of the reasons that I had 
been led to Lebanon.
     In my current position with YFC, my main responsibility 
is to oversee the homework/tutoring time of the after-
school program.  I am available to answer questions 
that any of our volunteer tutors may have and I help 
students with homework. If students arrive without 
homework, they are given work that is appropriate to 

the grade they are currently in. I also work as the 
contact with local schools in creating a program that 
serves to support their curricula.
     I am blessed to be a part of the YFC family.  I 
am inspired by YFC’s commitment to the children 
of Lebanon and their families.  I also enjoy watching 
relationships grow between the mentors/ tutors and 
the children.  Most of all I love hearing and being part 
of discussion with the children about Jesus and His 
undying love for us. God’s plan for us continues to be 
revealed...
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